2018 IMPACT REPORT:

Celebrating 30 years protecting and restoring the Cahaba River
and its rich diversity of life
Dear Cahaba family,
Thank you for supporting our 30 years of service to the Cahaba and to all of the people and wildlife
depending on the river!
For 30 years we have grown in our mission and impact as the Cahaba’s champion because our team of supporters
and partners – people like you - has grown and remained committed to this extraordinary river.
Thank you for believing in our work. Here are just a few of the good things we’ve achieved together over the years:
You helped us clean up the River and make major progress on its biggest challenges. Together we ended crisis-level
raw sewage dumping throughout Jefferson County and transformed design requirements for new development to
curb the stormwater runoff that is polluting, eroding and flooding our waterways and communities. You helped us cut
Cahaba nutrient pollution by half, greatly reducing the algae blooms that were choking the life from the River.
Together, we’ve ensured that the River’s active and aware support base will continue to grow by connecting 37,000
youth and teachers and thousands of families, businesses, and civic groups with the Cahaba for education, fun and
volunteer service.
With our joyful support, the groups working on Cahaba River and water protection in Alabama have multiplied. Cahaba
River Society helped birth the Alabama Rivers Alliance and Freshwater Land Trust, and we encourage and work
collaboratively with many people in sister environmental groups, local governments, development professions, faith
communities, and businesses who have also become committed to the River.
This growing Cahaba community allows us to lead and focus on the transformational strategies highlighted in this
report. We are proud of the progress we’ve made for the health of the Cahaba in 30 years and are excited about the
plans for building our impact in 2019.
We can do this important work to save the Cahaba – this work that we love to do every day - because of you! Thank
you, and we hope you will stay on board for a healthy, beautiful future for your Cahaba River!

							Sincerely,

Your Cahaba River Society Staff

Cahaba River Society staff (left to right): Beth Stewart, Casey Laycock, Randy Haddock, La’Tanya Scott, Gordon Black, and Katie Shaddix.
Tricia Sheets not pictured. Together, this staff has provided 96 cumulative years of service to Cahaba River Society.

Read on to learn how we’re working toward our strategic plan goals:
INSPIRE River Stewardship

RESTORE The River

BUILD Our Impact

Education ~ Recreation
Volunteer Service Projects
pages 2-4

Clean Water ~ Biodiversity
Green Infrastructure ~ Natural Flows
pages 5-6

Celebration ~ Communication
Collaboration
pages 7-8
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Cahaba River Society’s CLEAN Environmental Science Education Program:
Raising Our Next Generation of Water Stewards
“This is the longest I’ve been in nature in my life!” said a 6th grade girl from a
Birmingham school, on a CLEAN streamwalk in the Cahaba River. An 8 year old
student on a CLEAN trip told us that was the first time he’d touched a tree.
Many of the urban youth who participate in our hands-on river field trips are
disconnected from and afraid of nature at the start of the day. Yet, soon they
are wading in a source river for their drinking water, amazed at the beauty,
and spellbound by the fish and river life that they hold and the stories these
vulnerable creatures reveal about water quality and environmental health.
Youth are our future water managers, and need to understand where their
drinking water comes from and how to protect it. By connecting youth with
nature and the River, CLEAN is increasing knowledge of the value of water
resources, encouraging healthy outdoor recreation habits, and opening doors
to environmental careers.
CRS launched CLEAN in 1996, based on the proven, educationally-effective
model of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s hands-on water-based education
program. We expanded CLEAN’s staff in 2014 to better serve urban youth and
youth of color, and the numbers below reflect what CLEAN is now able to achieve.
In 2019, your support will help us continue to expand the reach of CLEAN so that
all youth, including youth of urban/ less-advantaged communities and youth of
color, can benefit from this impactful educational opportunity. Learn more and
schedule a trip at CahabaRiverSociety.org/clean.

2019 Aims:
66 Serve 1,800 youth, of whom:
66 1/3 are from urban and rural
disadvantaged communities
66 1/2 are youth of color
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Volunteer Restoration Projects: Inspiring River Stewardship through Service to the River
From our beginnings in the 1980s, Cahaba River Society was a group of volunteers
who came together with the goal of cleaning up the River. We worked with many
groups, using our canoe fleet for river cleanups. Most notably, the Sunrise Rotary
and Perimeter Civitan folks have made heroic efforts over many years to remove
trash from the Cahaba River.
Our River Stewardship Program has expanded to also include riverside forest
and habitat restoration through tree plantings and invasive plant control. The
Birmingham Botanical Gardens has generously supplied trees and shrubs
raised from Cahaba-sourced seed for restoration planting. We now run the
largest volunteer community service program for the Cahaba, leading over 700
volunteers in 30 work days just over the last 2 ½ years. If your company, school,
faith or civic group would be interested in performing a service project, contact
us at clean@cahabariversociety.org!

2019 Aims:
66 Launch big Cahaba clean up on
June 8, to clean many stretches
of River & amplify public
education to reduce littering.
66 Prevent Taro from taking
over the Cahaba through
removal and education.
66 Restore riverbanks, forests
and habitats at Cahaba
Blueway sites and schools.

Thank you to all of the organizations that participated in volunteer service projects this year!

Alabama School of Fine Arts • ArchitectureWorks • Birmingham Botanical Gardens • Irondale Public Library •Little Garden Club • Regions
Sunrise Rotary Club • University of Alabama at Birmingham • UAB Honors Program Incoming Freshmen • US Fish & Wildlife Service • Wells Fargo

Working together to root out invasive plants: Eradicating Invasive Wild Taro
Taro is the world’s oldest domesticated food plant and a common feature in landscaping.
Unfortunately, these voracious plants have been escaping into the wild and are rapidly
spreading on the Cahaba’s banks, even threatening Cahaba Lily habitat - and the invasion
may be starting in your yard, office landscaping, or community park. How can you safely get
rid of it and help stem the taro tide overtaking the Cahaba and its creeks?
With assistance from our partners at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens (BBG) and teams
of dedicated volunteers, we have been exploring non-herbicidal techniques for safely
eradicating taro from ecologically-sensitive areas, such as Cahaba Lily habitat.
We are working to stop the influx of taro by spreading the word and encouraging responsible
removal and the use of alternative plants in landscaping. Our taro presentation has been
delivered 11 times to over 300 people. With our partners at the BBG, we published a brochure,
distributed over 2,830 copies, and published it online at SavetheCahaba.org/Taro. We have
also worked with Jefferson County and the City of Birmingham to create a centerfold feature
about invasive wild taro in their 2019 Stormwater Calendar.
Visit www.SavetheCahaba.org/Taro today to learn more about the threat of invasive wild taro.
Contact Dr. Randy Haddock, randyh@cahabariversociety.org, to schedule a presentation for
your school, church, garden club or civic group, or to request free copies of our brochure.

Board member Henry Hughes,
whose service and expertise have
been instrumental in this project,
surveys wild taro growing in
Cahaba Lily habitat.
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Cahaba Outings Program: Inspiring Stewardship through Recreation
Over our 30 year history, Cahaba River Society has taken thousands of people on
naturalist-guided canoe tours of the Cahaba. We recognize that the eloquence of
the best spokesperson does not meet the standard set by the River itself, so we
have always tried to bring as many folks as possubke into the River for a first-hand
experience. Over the decades, elected officials, foreign dignitaries, business leaders,
developers, tourists and locals alike have enjoyed and learned from these special trips.
In 2018, we hosted 21 outings for a variety of river experiences. Most outings are
day-long trips to a portion of the Cahaba best for the current season. On each of
these trips, we point out the fascinating wildlife, seine for fish, and otherwise share the
natural history of this delightful river. To learn more about these tours, see upcoming
trips, and make a reservation, visit our website at CahabaRiverSociety.org/outings.

The Cahaba Blueway
The Cahaba Blueway is both
a water trail with improved
public river access sites and a
tool to promote local economic
development--and it is set to
officially launch this winter!
The water trail will initially include
15 officially designated Cahaba
Blueway access points, and
15 more sites needing access
improvements are included in the
master plan.
Each site will feature signage
about the Cahaba River and the
Blueway, and a new website will
provide maps and information
about how to access and enjoy
the River and the businesses
and activities in surrounding
communities.
The Cahaba Blueway will connect
people and communities more
closely with the river and will bring
the quality of life and economic
benefits of improved recreation
and tourism.
The Blueway has been created
through a partnership led by the
University of Alabama Center
for Economic Development with
Cahaba River Society, The Nature
Conservancy, Cahaba Riverkeeper,
Freshwater Land Trust, and Canoe
the Cahaba.
The map at left was created by the
University of Alabama Center for
Economic Development.

A family enjoys a guided tour with
Field Director Randy Haddock, who
has led these tours for three decades.
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Leading the community as expert resource and collaborative partner

To restore the River, Cahaba River Society focuses on cleaning up pollution, protecting biodiversity,
restoring natural river flows, and advocating for green infrastructure stormwater design.

30 Years of Restoring Cahaba Water Quality

2019-2020 Aims:

Over our 30 year history Cahaba River Society and partners have made progress
on the biggest challenges to clean up the Cahaba and improve freshwater
wildlife habitat. We’ve improved water quality standards for the Cahaba and
statewide and have protected the River from fracking fluids and salts, cleaned
up sewage overflows in the River and countywide, greatly reduced nutrient
pollution and the algae and oxygen depletion it causes, ended chicken waste
dumping, and improved requirements for city/county construction sediment
and erosion control. We are especially grateful to Southern Environmental Law
Center (SELC), our major partner in these successes.

Stormwater - the Cahaba’s Biggest Challenge

66 Accelerate use of Green
Infrastructure (GI)
in development
66 Train local government and
development professionals
66 Collaborate to get GI projects
designed & on the ground

Cahaba River Society advocates for urban growth that strengthens our
communities and does not damage the River. Green infrastructure for
stormwater management is the key.
Cahaba River Society is the lead watershed group working collaboratively
with developers and local governments to improve stormwater design in
new development. We promote green infrastructure (GI), practices like rain
gardens and pervious paving that reduce urban runoff, restore natural river
flows, and address the top threats to drinking water and biodiversity: river
erosion, stormwater pollution, flooding and impacts of drought. To sustain
the Cahaba, GI must become standard practice, implemented by local
governments and developers.
Because of our work together with partners, upper Cahaba cities and
counties have adopted or will soon adopt their first codes and standards
requiring reduction of stormwater runoff volume/pollutants and the
encouragement of green infrastructure. Through our relationships with
cities as a trusted resource, in 2018, we worked closely with Vestavia Hills,
Mountain Brook, Homewood, Irondale, and Trussville to greatly improve
their draft codes. We have also advised Birmingham’s draft GI code and
design manual, a model for the region.
However, effective implementation of the new codes can’t be taken for
granted. Over the next two years we will work with developers and local
governments to accelerate GI implementation, provide GI training for city
staff and development professionals, and collaborate with developers for GI
design of influential projects; we’ve been invited to help entities such as US
Steel, Schoel Engineering, Vestavia Hills, and Trussville with GI design of 15
projects in the past two years.

Stormwater gushing from development erodes
Cahaba creeks and collapses the River’s banks.
It is the main source of mud pollution and
habitat damage in the River.

Green Infrastructure Works!
Since 2007, Cahaba River Society has awarded 20 successful development
projects for excellence in green infrastructure design to protect water
resources. These projects include downtown redevelopment as well as
suburban new builds and prove that GI works for a range of development
types. Here are a few examples.
Retail: Shops of Grand River, Bass Pro Shops
Residential: Crowne at the Cahaba apartments
Corporate HQ’s: Stewart Perry Construction, B.L. Harbert International, Dunn Building
Company, Brasfield & Gorrie, Alabama Power
Institutions: Hewitt Trussville High School, UAB Parking Lot #4, Children’s of
Alabama Expansion
Parks: Railroad Reservation Park, Meadowlawn Park (Vestavia Hills)

Bioswale at Stewart
Perry Company’s
headquarters infiltrates
and cleanses parking
lot runoff.
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Leading the community as expert resource and collaborative partner

Safeguarding Lands That Protect Your Drinking Water
The Cahaba is a main drinking water source for the 600,000+ customers of the
Birmingham Water Works Board. BWWB is the largest conservation landholder in
the upper Cahaba watershed, with about 4,000 acres of lands bought with ratepayer funds for the purpose of protecting Lake Purdy, the Cahaba River and Little
Cahaba River, the waterways that provide our drinking water.
Cahaba River Society has been a watchdog over the years when there have been
threats of sales of BWWB lands for private development, and we are working with
partners to permanently protect them. We are advising the City of Birmingham’s
process to develop conservation zoning for the BWWB lands; we are advocating
that the BWWB protect their lands with permanent conservation easements; and
we are working to stop the Cahaba Beach Road project.

2019 Aims:
66 Collaborate with county,
city and state officials so
that necessary road and
bridge projects minimize
impacts to the Cahaba
and drinking water.
66 Stop the Cahaba Beach
Road project.
66 Improve protections for
BWWB lands.

Stop Cahaba Beach Road and Bridge
Cahaba River Society takes a collaborative approach to
development proposals; this is the first project we’ve opposed
in 15 years. We and an alliance of landowners, Southern
Environmental Law Center, and Cahaba Riverkeeper are opposing
a proposal by Shelby County and ALDOT to build a cut-through
road/bridge from Highway 280 across the Little Cahaba River.
The project would not reduce Highway 280 congestion, and
would take Water Board lands between Lake Purdy and the
drinking water intakes, cut a swath equivalent to 40 football
fields through the forests that protect our drinking water,
increase risks for pollution and hazardous materials spills near
the water intakes, potentially increase drinking water costs, and
damage our best CLEAN environmental education site.

Executive Director Beth Stewart urges Birmingham Water Works
Board members to protect their land from Cahaba Beach Road.

Outreach by Cahaba River Society and partners has resulted in
massive public opposition to the project, including a unanimous
vote by the Birmingham City Council in November 2018 and
overwhelming negative comments to ALDOT from area residents.
We are petitioning the Birmingham Water Works Board to go on
record with their opposition to the taking of their land for an
unnecessary project that would risk the safety, quality and cost
of our drinking water.
See SaveTheCahaba.org to learn more about the project and
view the documentary film, “If They Build It, What Will Come.”
This film by David Diaz, advised by Cahaba River Society, and
created by Alabama Rivers Alliance as part of their Southern
Exposure film program, has been selected to be shown at the
world’s largest environmental film festival, the national Wild &
Scenic Film Festival, in 2019!

Citizens attend an ALDOT Public Meeting to express their
opposition to the proposed Cahaba Beach Road.

The Road to Water Protection
Necessary roads and bridges can improve access and economic potential. Over the years Cahaba River Society has
advised many road projects to minimize their environmental footprint and impacts on water quality and wildlife.
Cahaba River Society signed a historic letter of collaboration with the Alabama Department of Transportation
(ALDOT) in 2013, supported ALDOT’s advances to design highways to prevent damage from post-construction
storm runoff, and aided the improved stormwater design of the Northern Beltline. We are currently working together
with Jefferson County to promote improved stormwater design of the widening of Caldwell Mill Road and bridge
and of Grants Mill Road from I-459 to Old Leeds Road.

GOAL: BUILD OUR IMPACT
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Growing a broad and diverse base of support through member engagement
and community outreach

Building Our Impact: Thank You to Our Members, Donors, and Sponsors
We build our impact by engaging our membership, enhancing our outreach, and building a broad and diverse base
of support for the Cahaba River. Your involvement is instrumental toward helping us achieve this goal. Whether
by attending one of our educational or fundraising events, exploring and learning more about your river and your
community through our publications, or your gifts of financial support, advocacy, or expertise, we thank you!

JUNE 9, 2018 AT CAHABA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Dala Tribal Dance Company

DreamGate Events staff

Henry and Bacchus Hughes

Samford Bulldogs for Biodiversity won “Best Side Dish.”

Aveda Institute’s
Ann Trondsen,
Birmingham Mayor
Randall Woodfin,
and CRS’ Beth
Stewart at Aveda
Earth Month 2018
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You’re invited! Join us for these exciting events coming in 2019:

Alabama Symphony
Orchestra “Unwined”
January 3, 2019
Alys Stephens Center
1200 10th Ave South
Birmingham, AL 35205

Cahaba River Society will partner
with the Alabama Symphony
Orchestra for a special, casual
concert in the “Unwined” series
featuring Handel’s “Water Music,”
a piece known for highly spirited
movements that were played
on boats for 18th century “River
Parties” hosted by royalty.

Cahaba Family Reunion:

Big Cahaba Clean Up

Join us for our 30th anniversary
celebration! We will take a
look back to honor all that
we’ve achieved in the last
three decades and share our
vision for moving forward
and all we hope to achieve
in the decades to come!

Calling all volunteers and
Cahaba lovers! Join us for one
of the largest Cahaba River
clean up events ever! Help clean
multiple stretches of the River
and raise awareness about
littering. Rally your friends,
coworkers, and community to
join us in making a difference!
Contact Gordon Black at
clean@cahabariversociety.
org to volunteer.

2018 Annual Meeting
January 31, 2018, 5:30-8pm
Independent
Presbyterian Church
3116 Highland Ave
Birmingham, AL 35205

June 8, 2019
Multiple Cahaba Communities

AVEDA Earth Month 2019
Each year during Earth Month, AVEDA works worldwide to support, celebrate, and raise funds for “organizations that
protect the Earth and its people.” In Alabama, AVEDA has chosen Cahaba River Society as its partner in protecting
clean water. Look forward to a series of exciting events this spring that will help celebrate the Cahaba and support
the Cahaba River Society and its mission! Above are a few photos from last year--you won’t want to miss it!

Get involved! Join • Donate • Volunteer • Spread the Word!

Visit CahabaRiverSociety.org/GetInvolved to find out all the ways that you can support the Cahaba!

